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Tricks and tips to help you through teaching virtually
while managing your own kids. 

Essentials for Littles:
• The Busy Basket: Basket of quiet toys that is only brought out for littles while you

are on the phone, in a video meeting or teaching LIVE.
• A plan for calming babies and toddlers while teaching and bin to keep items handy. 

Favorite stuffed animals, pacifiers, quiet toys, books, simple snacks, finger games, 
books read aloud on another device…

• Diaper bag or supplies at the ready.
• A list of acceptable activities to entertain littles that they enjoy.
• A schedule, including breaks to play and read together and time before teaching to 

“fill their cup” so your littles can be more content and try to start the day on the 
right foot.

Essentials for School Aged Kids:
• Organized school supplies on hand. Grab and go.
• Daily checklist for each child of assignments [with due dates] and times to be online
• A chart or system to “get in line” for help.
• An organized bin or list of things to do if they’re stuck and waiting for help.
• Folders for finished work that needs to be turned in.
• A list of acceptable free-time activities.
• An appropriate schedule for their day, including brain breaks.
• Lunch ready or chosen and ready to assemble.
• Water and a snack.
• Rules and procedures for how to get help, behavior expectations, how to decide 

what to do and when, what staying on track looks like, how to get work done on 
time and not procrastinate.

NOTE: 
Flexibility is key with all of this. Have a plan for regrouping [including letting families or
colleagues know you need to reschedule any online events] when things go wrong
because at some point, they will.
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Thanks for joining 
Team HOPE!

Everything I create is done with simplifying and quality 
learning in mind. I believe we can simplify without 
sacrificing quality in our teaching. Teaching is hard enough. 
We need less complications and simple, effective solutions 
for daily teaching. 

By simplifying, we set our feet on the path that will help us 
find some balance and maintain our joy for teaching. 
Sounds like a dream, right?! Anything I can provide to be
one more tool to help us maintain quality and still simplify. 

Thanks for being a teacher. What you do every day is 
incredibly important work. You matter!

Teach joyfully,

P. S. You can connect with me by clicking the links on 
the left.

P.P.S. I’d love it if you’d join me in The Teach Joyfully 
Facebook Community here.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/theteachinglab/

